
New State Coordinator, Mary Wilson conducted the meeting on March 16, 2009. 

Dr. Steve Lovejoy, MSUE Associate Director of Programs spoke about the tremendous 
value of the MGV Program and the importance of getting this message out especially 
with the proposed State budget cuts that will affect the Program. 

It is believed a main reason some counties do not offer the MGV Program is due to the 
turnover in the County Coordinator position.  More communication from administration to 
the County CEDôs is key.  Without Extension we have no MG Program. 

Dr. Ruth Borger, Director of ANR Communications reported on marketing research ef-
forts.  What works about MGVP, what doesnôt and why?  90% of the CEDôs are suppor-
tive of the Program when they know how to fund it. Most counties must generate funds 
to support their coordinators. The Logo is undergoing a revision to clearly show MSUE 
as the parent of MGVP in an effort to portray a uniform appearance throughout the State. 

The importance that Associations must have a member of MSUE as ex-officio member 
of their leadership was discussed. 

In an effort to minimize work at the County level, and standardize the Program, the State 
office is setting up an ñOnline Centralized Registration Systemò which enables applicants 
to sign up for the training classes on line and use credit cards. 

The Volunteer selection process policy & screening were discussed. 

Ralph Heiden, keeper of the State Website (and original State Coordi-
nator) is retiring soon.  Anyone interested in becoming WebMaster, 
contact the State Office.  mg.msu.edu  

Lifetime/Emeritus status for MGVs that cannot actively participate was 
discussed.  Instead of making Statewide policy, it was felt best left to  
the County Coordinatorôs discretion. 

Annual State Conference will be back on track for 2010. 

Surveys will be taken to assist the Advisory Board with future deci-
sions. 
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Contacts:  
Linda Cronk (CED)  

800 Livingston Blvd., S -4A-2 
Gaylord, MI   49735  

989 -731 -0269  
 

Cathy OôConnor, Secretary 

New Hours 8:00 -4:30pm M -F 
989 -731 -0272  

 
Jeanne Freymuth, Otsego County 

MGVP Coordinator   
989 -732 -5348 or  

freymuth@freeway.net  
 

Lori Hansen, Record Keeper   
989 -732 -7314  

 
Annette Yasin, AMGA President       

989 -731 -1008  
 

Susan Dengler, AMGA VP  
989 -732 -5638  

 
Chris Cook, AMGA Treasurer  

231 -546 -4134  
 

Karen Blewett, AMGA Secretary  
989 -786 -7449  

Mary Wilson, State 
MGVP Coordinator  

 Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholmôs proposed fiscal 2010 budget calls for combin-
ing the Michigan State University-run Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station (MAES) with 
MSU Extension and cutting their funding in half to $32 million.   But agriculture is a stabilizing 
influence on the stateôs battered economy at $71 billion in economic impact accounting for a fifth 
of Michigan's economic output. Investments in the MAES and MSU Extension leverage $2.33 
for every $1 the state invests.   
 At this time we are encouraging key stakeholders to get the word to our legislators 
about the value of MSUE programming and MAES research in our county and region. I have 
included the contact information for our elected Representatives for your convenience.  It is your 
personal testimonials that help to demonstrate how MSU Extension really makes a positive dif-
ference in people's lives, and will help convey the importance of MSUE to our region.     
    Linda Cronk, CED MSUE-Otsego County 
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MSUE Needs Our Communication  

Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer 
5721 House Office Building 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909 
517-373-0829 
Toll Free: 877-536-4105 
kevinelsenheimer 
@house.mi.gov 

Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 
(517) 373-3400 

Senator Tony Stamas 
720 Farnum Building 
P. O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI  48909 
517-373-7946 

www.senate.michigan.gov/
stamas/ 

State-wide Coordinatorôs Meeting 
Vision  

Michigan State University 
Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program trains and coordi-
nates volunteers to share 

gardening skills and informa-
tion with Michigan citizens.  

mailto:kevinelsenheimer@house.mi.gov
mailto:kevinelsenheimer@house.mi.gov
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     From looking at the history of the Master Gardener Pro-
gram I realize just how deeply my life roots into MSU Exten-
sion.  In 1914 the Smith-Lever Act authorized to establish the 
Cooperative Extension Service and with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture developed very successful educational pro-
grams for farmers across the US.  Years later, my Dad farmed 

and utilized the programôs information.   
     This educational system branched to offer nutrition and home economics info to 
farmerôs wives. My Mom was very involved in this Extension Service program.  Later 
it branched out with a program for kids which became the largest youth program in 
the USð4-H.  As a child, I joined and benefitted from the MSUE 4-H Program.   
     As a way to extend programming to suburban and urban people and to meet the 
ever-increasing demand for gardening information, advice and assistance, the Exten-
sion Service began offering yet another branch in 1972 known as the Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Program which came to Michigan in 1978.  Jack Middleton introduced it in Otsego County in 
1996.  I took the training program in 1999 and became a volunteer Coordinator in 2005.  Perhaps that ex-
plains my passion for MSUEôs MGV Program-itôs in my blood and my roots.   
     As I mentioned in my last newsletter, I will continue to be involved in the MGVP, but do not have the time 
to devote that this wonderful Program deserves from its Coordinator.  Many counties have developed and 
maintain strong, active programs through the establishment of paid MGVP Coordinators.  In most cases, 
counties must generate funds to support this position. This person is an important liaison between the Asso-
ciation and MSUE, the parent of MGVP.  During a transitional period, perhaps we could we do the ñjobò by 
committee until a volunteer steps forward or we have the funds to hire a Coordinator.  Without a Coordinator, 

we have no Association.  This group is too awesome 
to let that happen!  We have come too far to 
quit now!  Any ideas or comments are greatly 
appreciated.    Jeanne  

Master Gardener Volunteer Program  
 Coordinator Job Duties -Otsego  

(Unofficial)  
 

Responsible for overall MGV Program 
Should be employee of MSUE or County 
Represent MSUEs educational outreach programs 
Coordinate MSUE MGVP training classes 
Provide additional learning opportunities, work-
shops and resource materials 
Maintain MGVP Record Keeping 
Award MGV Certificates and other awards 
Serve as Advisor to AMGA on behalf of MSUE 
Uphold Mission, Vision and Program Policies 
Volunteer Management 
Attend State-wide Coordinator meetings 
Provide County-based communications to MGVs 
Have fun!! 

From Michigan Master Gardener Association, Alpine Chapter of Otsego County BY -LAWS 

Overview  
The specific aim of the Michigan Master Gardener 

Volunteer Program is to develop a network of trained 
volunteers who can provide the citizens of Michigan 
with research -based information and technical assis-
tance in gardening and home horticulture.  MSU Ex-

tension provides the educational training and the 
Master Gardener Volunteer provides the volunteer 

service back to Extension.  

ARTICLE II ÀFFILIATION  
The Chapter shall be a separate, unincorporated, non-profit re-
lated organization of Michigan State University under the over-

sight  of the Michigan State University Extension (MSUE) Otsego 
County Master Gardener Program.  All Chapter activities shall be 
consistent with the policies of Michigan State University, Otsego 

County MSUE and the Michigan Master Gardener Program. 

ARTICLE III P̀URPOSE 
The purpose of the Chapter is to bring together active Master 
Gardener volunteers to serve as an educational resource to 

MSUE Otsego County in their common goal of providing horticul-
tural education to the citizens within the community.  It will pro-

vide its members with up-to-date horticulture information through 
a variety of educational programs and activities. 

Jeanne Freymuth  
Otsego County MGVP 

Coordinator  

Plant your own gar-
den and decorate 
your own soul in-

stead of waiting for 
someone to bring you 

flowers.  

     Our Master Gardeners are involved in so many won-
derful projects, weôd like to share whoôs working on 

what.  Please turn in a picture and short article about 
your particular project. Weôll print it in the next 

newsletter and put it on the website. 



Demo Garden ProjectsðSee page 7 for contact information 

South Maple School Gardensï call Connie Middleton 231-546-3554 or midd3554@centurytel.com 

North Ohio School Gardens-call Lori Hansen 989-732-7314 or mlhansen34@hotmail.com 

Lovellôs Museum garden projectðcall Shirley Haskill 989-786-3884 or shaskill@i2k.net 

Gaylord United Way building gardens-call George Bohr 989-732-6084 or george3@voyager.net 

Garden Family Program-Com On Aging. Eileen Godak 989-732-1122 or Eileen@occoaonline.org 

May Library Seriesðcall Carol Lienerth 989-732-0306  

2009 Fall Workshop CommitteeðMarilyn Kaczanowski 231-546-3186 

MGVP Otsego County Coordinator ï call Jeanne Freymuth 732-5348  

Newsletterðarticles, photos, all welcome-call Jeanne 732-5348 

Make signs for Demonstration Garden ï call OCD 989-732-4021 

Otsego Conservation Spring Seedling Sale ï call OCD at 989-732-4021 

Help with visiting Jr. Master Gardenersðcall OCD at 989-732-4021 

Conservation Day Campðcall Emily at OCD 989-732-4021 

Native Plant Greenhouseðcall OCD at 989-732-4021 

Volunteer Opps -15 hrs to recertify  
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Educational Opps -5 hrs to recertify  

 
In 2008, 74 Volunteers reported 2,741 Volunteer Hours!!  

Thanks to all for your volunteer efforts!  Contact Lori Hansen  
Otsego County Record Keeper -732-7314 or mlhansen34@hotmail.com  

MGV Friendship Garden  

April 25, 2009:  MGV "Spring Into Gardening Conference" in Mt. Pleasant.  Keynote speaker is Pat Lanza, author of Lasa-
gna Gardening.  Other speakers are David Wood "New Flowering Shrubs", Tom Kimmel "Groundcovers for the Midwest" 
and Patricia Pennell "Rain Gardens and Drought-Tolerant Plants".  Registration brochures will be available in January or 
email b.laughlin@cmich.edu or call the Isabella County MSUE office at 989-772-0911, ext. 302. 

May 2009:  Library Series Gardening. Presentations include May 6 Josh PowellïMedicinal Herbs; May 13 John Garcia-
Wild and Tame Mushrooms; May 20 Suzy HeesðStretching Before Gardening; May 27 Susan Webeler-Coral Bells and 
The Many Varieties. Classes will be held each Wednesday in May from noon-1pm at the Otsego County Library.  Contact 
Carol Lienerth for details 989-0306.   

May 30, 2009:  Tree Grafting Workshop sponsored by Emmet County MSU Extension & Michigan Nut Growers Associa-
tion.  Speakers: Dennis Fulbright, Mario Mandujano, and Roger Miller.  Participants will learn from grafting experts, watch 
grafting done in the field, practice hands-on and observe conifer grafting.  8:30am-4:30pm, cost $50.00 includes lunch.  
Grafting tool kit cost is $30.00 (optional).  Pre-registration is required.  Call Cydney at 231-348-1770 for more information. 

June 30th-July11, 2009:  The Gardens of France, Purdue University Study Abroad for Master Gardeners and Lovers of 
Garden History.  Visit http://www.hort.purdue.edu/France. Call Rosie Lerner at 765-494-1311 or rosie@purdue.edu. 

July 11, 2009:  Tree & Shrub Diagnostic Workshop at the Emmet County Fairgrounds.  Presenters: Russ Kidd, Dean 
Solomon, Dennis Fulbright and Chris Anderson.  Learn to identify insect and disease problems, choose resistant varieties 
and cultivars, consider plant needs, requirements and care to minimize damage.  Cost $20.00, bring up to 2 shrubs or 
tree samples for diagnosis.  Register by July 4th.  8:30am-11:30am.  Call Cydney at 231-348-1770 for more information. 

September 26, 2009:  The Alpine Master Gardener's Annual Fall Workshop. Call Marilyn for details. 231-546-3186. 

Fall 2009:  Emmet, Charlevoix & Cheboygan County. MGVP training classes begin September 15th, 5:30-8:30pm, 
$225.00.  Contact Cydney Steeb for more information at 231-348-1770 or at steeb@msu.edu. 

mailto:b.laughlin@cmich.edu
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/France
mailto:rosie@purdue.edu
mailto:steeb@msu.edu


MGVP 2009 ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET  
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And the winner is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join us for our 
sensational 4th Annual Awards Banquet where the Commit-
tee will be rolling out the red carpet for this yearôs Award  

Banquet attendees and recipients.   

Attention Darlings and Divas!  
 

 Dress for the glitzy Oscar Award Theme.  
Prizes  will be awarded to those of you that are 
ñgameò for a little extra fun.  Dig up your for-
mals, suits and tuxes, mother-of-the bride at-

tire, formal dinner cruise attire, or stop at a sec-
ond hand store and pick up something stunning 

and elegant for the evening. 

Beware of the Paparazzi  
 

You are a high-profile celebrity now.   
Fame and fortune comes with a 

price!  Paparazzi, Amanda Charles 
will be on hand to capture fabulous 
photos that may end up in the next 

edition of this Newsletter! AWARDS BANQUET  
COMMITTEE 

 
Jeanne Freymuth, Chair  

Awards and Program 
Karen Blewett  

MC 
Amanda Charles  

Paparazzi 
Mary Fox  

Set up engineer 
Paulette Goddard  

Invitations & Registrations 
Cynthia Hilling  

Theme and decorations 
Dora Jasinski  

Prizes and Favors 
Marilyn Kaczanowski  

Menu 
Susan Webeler  
Set up engineer 

 

Who  Master Gardener Volunteers & their guests  
What   2009 MSUE MGVP Annual Awards Banquet  
Where  First Congregational Church Hall  
  218 2nd Street, Gaylord  
Why  To honor our 2008 Volunteers  
  Speaker: Don Geiss, African Violets  
When  Wednesday, April 22, 2009  6:00 PM  
Cost   Active MGVs ð$8.00: Othersð$15.00 
Contact  Register by April 15th, Paulette Goddard  

 For more info, call 231 -525-9812 

     Be prepared to be 
interviewed by our own, 

thrilling and exciting, 
Karen Blewett on the 
glamorous red carpet. 

MASTER GARDENER  
OF THE YEAR AWARD  

 
Deadline for Nominations for the 

prestigious MGV of the Year 
Award is March 31, 2009. 

Send nominations to Jeanne 
Freymuth, Lori Hansen or  

Suzanne Stock. 


